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Students At the common law the word misdemeanor, in its usual acceptation, was applied to all those crimes
and offences for which the law had not provided a particular name, and they were punished according to the
degree of the offence by fine or imprisonment, or both. A misdemeanor is, in truth, any crime less than a felony,
and the word is generally used in contradistinction to felony. Misdemeanors, comprehending all indictable
offences which do not amount of felony. Misdemeanors are divided into two classes, such as are mala in se, or
penal at the common law, and such as are mala prohibita, or penal by statute. I. Misdemeanors which become
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