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University of Washington Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 128 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x
8.0in. x 0.4in.Billy Frank, Jr., has been celebrated as a visionary, but if we go deeper and truer, we learn that he
is best understood as a plainspoken bearer of traditions, a messenger, passing along messages from his father,
from his grandfather, from those further back, from all Indian people, really. They are messages about the
natural world, about societies past, about this society, and about societies to come. When examined rigorously -
not out of any romanticism but only out of our own enlightened self-interest - these messages can be of great
practical use to us in this and future years. - Charles Wilkinson, from the Introductionin 1974 Federal Judge
George H. Boldt issued one of the most sweeping rulings in the history of the Pacific Northwest, affirming the
treaty rights of Northwest tribal fishermen and allocating to them 50 percent of the harvestable catch of
salmon and steelhead. Among the Indians testifying in Judge Boldts courtroom were Nisqually tribal leader
Billy Frank, Jr., and his 95-year-old father, whose six acres along the Nisqually River, known as Franks Landing,
had been targeted for years by state game wardens in the so-called Fish Wars. By the 1960s the Landing had
become a focal point for the assertion of tribal treaty rights in the Northwest. It also lay at the moral center of
the tribal sovereignty movement nationally. The confrontations at the Landing hit the news and caught the
conscience of many. Like the schoolhouse steps at Little Rock, or the bridge at Selma, Franks Landing came to
signify a threshold for change, and Billy Frank, Jr. , became a leading architect of consensus, a role he
continues today as one of the most colorful...
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