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SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 238 x 168 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. The Caliph s Splendor is a revelation: a history of a civilization we barely know that had a
profound effect on our own culture. While the West declined following the collapse of the Roman Empire, a new
Arab civilization arose to the east, reaching an early peak in Baghdad under the caliph Harun al-Rashid. Harun
is the legendary caliph of The Thousand and One Nights, but his actual court was nearly as magnificent as the
fictional one. In The Caliph s Splendor, Benson Bobrick eloquently tells the little-known and remarkable story of
Harun s rise to power and his rivalries with the neighboring Byzantines and the new Frankish kingdom under
the leadership of Charlemagne. When Harun came to power, Islam stretched from the Atlantic to India. The
Islamic empire was the mightiest on earth and the largest ever seen. Although Islam spread largely through
war, its cultural achievements were immense. Harun s court at Baghdad outshone the independent Islamic
emirate in Spain and all the courts of Europe, for that matter. In Baghdad, great works from Greece and Rome
were preserved and studied, and new learning enhanced civilization. Over the following centuries Arab and
Persian civilizations made a lasting impact on the West in astronomy, geometry, algebra (an Arabic word),
medicine, and chemistry, among other fields of science. The alchemy (another Arabic word) of the Middle Ages
originated with the Arabs. From engineering to jewelry to fashion to weaponry, Arab influences would shape life
in the West, as they did in the fields of law, music, and literature. But for centuries Arabs and Byzantines
contended fiercely on land and sea. Bobrick tells how Harun defeated attempts by the Byzantines to advance...
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