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excellent benefits and earn pay that is, on average, 40 per-cent higher than wages earned by workers doing
similar work in nonnuclear facilities. The industry also is working with organized labor to develop training and
other programs to provide the cadre of highly skilled workers that our future requires. NEI supports the
application of Federal prevailing wage requirements, contained in the Davis-Besse Act of 1931, to loan
guarantees authorized by title 17 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005. In addition, NEI is working aggressively to
revitalize the United States nuclear manufacturing infrastructure. The global nuclear renaissance will require
additional capacity for a range of products, from very small components to ultra-heavy steel forgings and
cast-ings. Even as we work to build the next fleet of advanced reactors for electricity production, we also are
developing reactors that will pro-vide energy security and environmental benefits well beyond the traditional
electric sector. One promising next-generation tech-nology is the high-temperature gas reactor. Its unique
design is well-suited to meet a wide variety of future needs, such as the pro-duction of hydrogen, drinking
water, industrial process heat, and to generate electricity appropriate for the distribution systems in developing
countries. In closing, nuclear energy is the single largest source of non-car-bon-emitting generation. It is a
proven technology, operated at high standards, by an experienced industry that is committed to safety. It is the
only energy option available today that can provide large-scale electricity, 24 7, at a competitive cost, without
emitting green-house gasses. Mr. Chairman,...
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