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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Mandatory Joint Returns: Prepared for the Use of
the Committee on Ways and Means by the Staff of the Joint Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation The bill as
reported by your committee requires husbands and wives living together to file a joint return if their aggregate
gross income is $2,000 or over and to compute the tax on the aggregate income. The liability for the tax may be
joint and several or, at the election of either spouse, may be apportioned between them. The apportionment is
to be made according to the ratio of the taxes which each spouse would have been required to pay had they
filed separate returns. An example is attached to the appendix showing how the apportionment rule is applied.
Necessity For The Provision (1) Entire income earned by one spouse. Under the present law, if the entire income
is earned by the husband, the family is required to pay a greater tax than if the wife had contributed to the
family income. For example, if the husband and wife had an income of $10,000 per year but it was all earned by
the husband, the tax under the present law with the proposed rates in the bill will amount to $1,166. On the
other hand, if $5,000 of the income was contributed by the wife, the total tax to be paid by the family under the
present law with the proposed rates will be $880, or $440 by each spouse. These two families have exactly the
same income, yet one will pay $286 more than the other. Since in most cases, the family income is contributed
by the husband, the...
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