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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . . . and that the outturn per acre varies according to the seasonableness of the
showers that fall in the following months. For the raM. crops there should be good rain in August or September
to moisten the Jand thoroughly for the sowing, and one or two showers are necessary in December, January or
February, to save the crop from drying up. The people estimate the amount of rain that falls by the number of
finger-breadths ungal) ft has sunk into the ground--a down-pour that penetrates into the ground 100 ungal
being considered perfection. If there be already moisture in the ground, it is sufficient that the rain from above
should sink to the moisture helow (yattar se vattar milgai, or dl se dl milgai). The peasants say that if it rains for
24 hours incessantly, it is a sure sign that there has been rain for a distance of 100 kos (150 miles). Even if there
be good rain in June and July, the rainfall of August and September is very important, for on it depend both the
ripening of the kharif crop and the sowing of the rabf. Sometimes, even in this district, there is too much rain.
Heavy rain sometimes washes the seed out of the sandy soil, or drowns it on harder ground; and an
inopportune shower when the bdjra is blossoming prevents the ear from being fertilised. The rice-crop also is
injured by heavy rain. More than once the fever that follows heavy...
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