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University of lowa Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Jews and the Making of Modern German
Theatre, Jeanette R. Malkin, Freddie Rokem, Thomas Postlewait, While it is common knowledge that Jews were
prominent in literature, music, cinema, and science in pre-1933 Germany, the fascinating story of Jewish co-
creation of modern German theatre is less often discussed. Yet for a brief time, during the Second Reich and the
Weimar Republic, Jewish artists and intellectuals moved away from a segregated Jewish theatre to work within
canonic German theatre and performance venues, claiming the right to be part of the very fabric of German
culture. Their involvement, especially in the theatre capital of Berlin, was of a major magnitude both
numerically and in terms of power and influence. The essays in this stimulating collection etch onto the
conventional view of modern German theatre the history and conflicts of its Jewish participants in the last third
of the nineteenth and first third of the twentieth centuries and illuminate the influence of Jewish ethnicity in the
creation of the modernist German theatre. The nontraditional forms and themes known as modernism date
roughly from German unification in 1871 to the end of the Weimar Republic in 1933. This is also the period when
Jews acquired full legal and trade equality, which enabled their ownership and directorship of theatre and
performance venues. The extraordinary artistic innovations that Germans and Jews co-created during the
relatively short period of this era of creativity reached across the old assumptions, traditions, and prejudices
that had separated people as the modern arts sought to reformulate human relations from the foundations to
the pinnacles of society. The essayists, writing from a variety of perspectives, carve out historical overviews of
the role of theatre in the constitution of Jewish identity in Germany, the...
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