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Excerpt: . .. 1. 0 INTRODUCTION This manual contains procedures for collecting samples and measurement
data from selected biotic and abiotic components of streams in the eastern United States for the Wadeable
Streams Assessment. These procedures were initially developed and used between 1993 and 2003 in research
studies of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agencys ( EPA ) Environmental Monitoring and Assessment
Program ( EMAP ), and published in Lazorchak et al. ( 1998 ) and modified by Peck et al. ( 2003 ) for use on an
extensive pilot study in the western United States ( EPA Regions 8, 9, and 10 ). The purposes of this manual are
to: (1) Document the procedures used in the collection of field data and various types of samples for the
Wadeable Streams Assessment ( WSA ) and ( 2) provide these procedures for use by other groups implementing
stream monitoring programs similar to WSA and these procedures. These procedures are designed for use
during a 1-day visit by a crew of two or three persons to sampling sites located on smaller, wadeable streams (
generally stream order 1 through 3, or higher for semi-arid and arid regions of the U. S. ). They were initially
developed based on information gained from a workshop of academic, State, and Federal experts ( Hughes,
1993 ), and subsequent discussions between aquatic biologists and ecologists within the EPA Environmental
Monitoring and Assessment Program ( EMAP ), with scientists of the U. S. Geological Survey National Water
Quality Assessment Program...
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