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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .of becoming skilled or expert in some particular detail of a calling or
familiar with a mass of data, statistics, and facts appertaining to the immediate work of one department or of
a whole system of roads, can naturally only be successfully learned in practice. Eut the routine life of an
apprentice in a shop, or the elevating, soulinspiring duties of a messenger boy or young clerk in an office, are
not calculated to infuse much enthusiasm in the individual for his calling, unless he is exceptionally energetic
and ambitious; while the little bits of general information picked up by the wayside are few and far between.
Unless some stimulating influence be kept alive, or his interest in his culling awakened, and his observing and
reasoning faculties trained and developed prior to entering practical life, he will labor under the great
disadvantage of never being able to fully grasp the general scope ancl duties of his calling, taken as a whole. He
mny become familiar with its general features by being thrown iu constant contact with the subject for many
long years; but experience is a very slow teacher, and usually costly to the party that pays the bills. The
educated employee, on the contrary, would enter his calling with a good general idea of the subject before him,
and of the important principles involved, together with a knowledge of kindred subjects and familiarity with
auxiliary branches. He will not be forced to work in the...
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