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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: .composition, which | am inclined to class among the best of our author s
lesser pieces, we have an amplified commentary, and beautiful illustration, of the Horatian text--Auream
quisquis medwcritaUm Diligit or, yet more strictly, of the philosophic paradox of Hesiod, Sfaioi ovT tract otru
riov tiftiiru sravraj; which Cowley has so beautifully illustrated in his essay Of Agriculture. In the Address to his
Book, with which ha concludes the first volume of his poems, our author has imitated with singular success the
manner of the Roman lyric. A moderate portion of vanity is the chartered right of a poet. If he augur not for
himself immortality, there is perhaps a fair presumption that he will never attain it. Yet, such is the pride of our
nature, and cur jealousy of all assuming pretensions, we cannot bear to see this sentiment seriously entertained
or too confidently asserted; it will then offend by its arrogance; and its imprudent cherisher will justly share the
fate, which Shakspeare announces to that Vaulting ambition, which o erleaps itself, And falls on the other side.
It is a wiser policy to veil it in the garb of jocularity; as if the poet even ridiculed himself for his presumption.
Thus Ramsay, after expressing his dread of the worst of all fates--neglect, and oblivion, --addresses, very
happily, his dear venturous book; Away sic fears! Gae spread my fame, And fix me an immortal name; Ages to
come shall thee revive, And gar thee...
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